
of f ice of  the Commissioners
Federal Communications Commission
445 t2rh street sw
Washington,  Dc 20544
Februa ry  22 ,  2008

Re: Report on Broadcast Locafism and the Notice
of Proposed RuLemaking in MB Docket No. 04-233

501 capltol coult, N.E.

sulte 200

Washlngton, D.C.20002

(202) 543-4110

Fax: (202) 543-5975

www. natlonalcenteLolg

Dear commissioners:

I  would t ike to voice my opposi t ion to the above-referenced repor t .
Instead of  "addressing the needs of  thei r  local  communi t iesr"  r  bel ieve
the u l t imate resul ts  of  the conclus ions in ferred in  the repor t  wi l l  no
doubt  resul t  in  regulat ions that  wi I I  unnecessar i ly  poison the
burgeoning d ivers i ty  in  broadcast ing.

I am a former talk show host and frequent guest on talk radj-o and
publ ic  af fa i rs  te lev is ion programs.  I  am also a syndicated columnist .
I t  is  my concern that  the imposi t ion of  content-based broadcast  goals

and standards wi l l  do noth ing more than scare owners in to rest r ic t ing
programming that  can in any way be deemed controvers ia l .  This  would
resul t  in  the cur ta i l ing or  outr ight  cancel la t ion of  some of  today 's
most  popular  programming.  I t  would a lso have a detr imenta l  ef fect  on
overal l  po l i t ica l  d iscourse.

I t  would be coerc ive for  the federal  government  to impose content
guidel ines on one segment  of  the current  broadcast  medium. Todayt
there are more than enough venues for  people to obta in news,  commentary
and informat ion that  matches thei r  personal  tastes and needs.  To do so
would be a step back and a loss of  f reedom.

Mychal  Massie
Chairman



o f f i ce  o f  t he  Commiss ione rs
Federal  Communicat ions Commission
445 l2th st reet  sw
Wash ing ton ,  DC 20544
F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  2 0 0 8

Re: Report  on Broadcast  LocaLism and the Not ice
of  Proposed Rufemaking in  MB Docket  No.  Q4-233

501 Capitol Court, N.E.

Suite 200

washington, D.C.20002

(202) 5434110

Fax (202) 543-5975

www.nationalcenter.org

Dear  Co lun i ss ione rs :

As a former broadcaster  and someone who f requent ly  appears on ta lk
radio and publ ic  af fa i rs  programming,  I  am opposed to new regulat ions
that  would lead to the imposi t ion of  anyth ing resembl ing the defunct
Fa i rness  Doc t r i ne .

The repor t  referenced above has the stated goal  of  creat ing regulat ions
on broadcast ing content  to  make programming more at tent ive to local
in terests.  what  appears to be over looked is  the t remendous increase in
b roadcas t  d i ve rs i t y  t ha t  occu r red  a f t e r  t . he  Fa i rness  Doc t r i ne ' s
regu la t i ons  we re  se t  as ide  by  t he  FCC in  1987 .  The  number  o f  t a l k
rad io  s ta t i ons  have  expanded  more  than  twen ty - fo ld  s i nce  the  1980s .
Addi t iona1Iy,  technological  innovat ions such as the Internet  have made
access to in format ion easier  in  even the most  remote locat ions across
the  g lobe .

I t  ce r ta in l y  canno t  be  sa id  t ha t  t he re  i s  a  l ack  o f  access  to
in fo rma t i on  -  I oca l  o r  o the rw ise  -  i n  2008 .

To set  new guidel ines for  content  would take us back to an era that
fo rmer  NBC "Mee t  t he  P ress "  hos t  B i I I  Monroe  ca l l ed  " t im id ,  don ' t - r ock -
the -boa t  cove rage . "  I t  m igh t  f o r ce  owners  t o  cu r ta i l  success fu l  t a l k
rad io  and  pub l i c  a f f a i r s  f o rma ts  a t  t he  pe r i t  o f  t he i r  bo t t om } i nes .
In shor t ,  i t  would have a devastat ing impact  on the broadcast ing
indus t r y .

p lease  d i s rega rd  po l i cy  p roposa l s  t ha t  wou ld  t u rn  back  the  c lock  on  the
p rog ress  b roadcas t i ng  has  made  ove r  t he  pas t  20  yea rs .  When  access  to
in fo rma t i on  i s  a t  an  a l l - t ime  h igh ,  i t  shou ld  no t  be  the  ro le  o f  a  f r ee
and  open  gove rnmen t  t o  s t i f l e  f r ee  speech .

6,)";'/. &rrlz
Deneen  Bo re l l i
Fe I l ow



o f f i ce  o f  t he  Commiss ione rs
Federal  Communicat ions Commission
445 l2 ' "  s t reet  sw
Wash ing ton ,  Dc  20544
Eebrua ry  22 ,  2008

Re: Report  on Broadcast  Locaf ism and the Not ice
of  Proposed Rufemaking in  MB Docket  No.  O4-233

501 Cap[ol Court, N.E.

Sulte 200

washington, D.c. 20002

(202) 543-4t10

Fax (202) 543-5975

www.natlonalcenteLolg

Dear  commiss ione rs :

The  l as t  t h i ng  th i s  na t i on  needs  i s  more  regu la t i on  on  b roadcas t i ng .
The proposals d iscussed in the aforement ioned repor t  would do just

t h a t .

I  have appeared on radio as both a host  and guest .  As a host '  I  took
i t  upon mysel f  to  t ry  to balance the needs and demands of  my l is teners
for  local  and newsworthy issues -  as do the many hosts I  have worked
wj- th over  the years as a guest .

I  f i r m l y  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  o l d  r u l e  o f  " i f  i t  a i n ' t  b r o k e ,  d o n ' t  f i x  i t . "
Radio show hosts should be able to converse f reely  on a wide range of

topics f ree of  government  and the pol i t ica l  in f luence of  those who may
no t  ag ree  w i th  a  pa r t i cu la r  hos t ,  f o rma t  o r  gues ts .

I  have a lways fe l t  that  even i f  I  don' t  complete ly  agree wi th a
program, those who do st i l l  have the r ight  to  be heard.  Freedom of

speech  i s  one  o f  ou r  mos t  t r easu red  r i gh t s  as  Amer i cans .

Loca l i sm ru les  cou ld  be  a  s l i ppe ry  s l ope  i n to  a  new Fa i rness  Doc t r i ne .
What  we expl ic i t ly  do not  need in th is  day and age is  a broadcast ing
industry  constant ly  fear ing sanct ion by the government  because they are

controvers ia l .  I  fee l  that  is  exact ly  what  would happen i f  new ru les
re lated to content  are enacted.  At  a t ime when people can go onto the
Internet  and f j -nd btogs,  v ideo and commentary of  a l l  po l i t ica l  naturet

broadcasters cannot  be muzzled and be expected to remain compet i t ive.

As a veteran who dedicated mysel f  to  defending the f reedoms given to us
in  t he  U .S .  Cons t i t u t i on ,  i t  wou ld  be  abho r ren t  t o  me  to  d i scove r  t ha t
my government  is  l imi t ing basic  r ights such as f reedom of  speech.

S ince re l y ,

I

t /
H----
\uKevin Martin
Nat ional  Advisory Counci l
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February 22,2008

Office of the Commissioners
Federal Communicatibns Commission
44512th Street SW
Washington,DC 20544

Rc: Report on Bloadcast Localism and the Notice of'Praposed Rulemaking in MB

Docket No, 04-233

Dear Commissioners:

As a broadcaster, social and communify activist and man of faith. I ask that the FCC

abandon any attempt to re-regulate the media in the manner once dominated by the

now-abandorred Faimess Doctrine.

The referenced report has the abi.lity to re-impose suoh dismiminatory rules on a

cunently vibrant and diverse broadcast medium. One could argue tlrat the explosion

of the talk radio market, of which I am a part, is reason enough to not impose chilling

restristions on currontly acceptable sontent. To create a sihration irr which peopls

could have broadcast personnel, owners and management sanctioned or worse based

on on-air discussions of gender, race, sexuality and t'aith - among othcr things - is

at cross-purposes with both business sen$e and the spirit of fi'ee discourse on which our

nation is based.

It would be in the best interests of the American people to set aside any discr.rssion of

enacting regulations that limits the fteedom of broadcastets. These proposed nrles on

localism are just the sort of thing that have no relevance in our modern society.

Sincerely,

&-"
U

'#*W*
Reverend Jesse Lee Petersort
National Advisory Council, Project 2l

TOTRL P.@2
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o f f ice of  the commi-ss ioners
Federal  Comrnunicat ions Commission
445 l2rh street sw
Wash ing ton ,  DC 20544
F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  2 0 0 8

Re: Report on Broadcast I 'ocal-ism and the Notice
of  Proposed Rulemaking in  MB Docket  No.  04-233

501 Capitol Court, N.E.

Suite 200

washington, D.C.20002

(202) 5434110

Fax: (202) 543-5975

www. nationalcenter.org

Dear cof iuniss ioners:

I  am the  pas to r  o f  t he  B ib le  Chu rch  o f  Yps i l an t i ,  M ich igan  and  a  t a l k
show host  on the Michigan radio stat ions WDTK and WLQV. Out  of  fear  of
los ing my re l ig ious and pol i t ica l  f reedoms as a broadcaster f  I  am
opposed to any new regulat ions that  could af fect  current ly-accepted
b roadcas t  con ten t .

The stated in tent ion of  the above-ment ioned repor t  is  to  foster
d ivers i ty  and create more at tent ive loca1 programming.  I  am concerned,
however,  that  the imposi t , ion of  any means of  content  regulat ion in  th j -s
hype r - sens i t , i ve  e ra  w i l I  ac tua l l y  c rea te  a  devas ta t i ng  ne t  l oss  i n
programming d ivers i ty .  In  par t icu lar ,  I  am concerned that  compla ints
about  re l ig ious content  and the need to inc lude opposing v iewpoints
wi l l  cause broadcast  out le t  owners to cancel  and shy away f rom any new
f a i th-based programming.

New con ten t  ru les  o f  t h i s  so r t  wou ld  a l so  des t roy  t he  i n ten t  o f  f a i t h -
based programming and suppress publ ic  in terest  in  i t .  A l l  o f  th is
would lead to the destruct ion of  a v i ta l  min is ter ia l  out le t  that  I
cu r ren t l y  cons ide r  a  va luab le  pub l i c  se rv i ce .

I n  t h i s  h igh - tech  i n fo rma t i on  age ,  t he re  i s  no  need  to  f ea r  t ha t
in format ion re lated to pol i t ica l  and socia l  v iewpoints is  being
improper ly  cur ta i led.  For  the government  to s tep in  to mandate
discourse woutd not  only  be unconst i tu t ional  when i t  per ta ins to
re l i g i on ,  bu t  i t  wou ld  i gno re  t he  many  p laces  i n  wh i ch  peop le  can  f i nd

the in format ion and solace that  they need -  be i t  through rad. io ,
b roadcas t  and  cab le  t e l ev i s i on ,  t he  I n te rne t  and  pub l i ca t i ons .

S ince re l y ,
t /  t -/ /  L 4 - l l

/ll'wq /t/'*Lr-

E lde r  f , " . r on  Yu i I I e ,  Ph .  D .
Nat ional  Advisorv Counci l



o f f i ce  o f  t he  Commiss ione rs
Federal  Communicat ions Comrniss ion
445  I2 " "  s t ree t  sw
Wash ing ton ,  Dc  20544
Yebrua ry  22 ,  2008

Re: Report  on Broadcast  LocaTism and the Not ice
ot  Proposed RuTemaking in  MB Docket  No.  04-233

501 Capnol Court, N.E.

Suite 200

washington, D.c. 20002

(202) s434110

Fax: (202) 543-5975

www.nationalcenter.org

Dear Co[uniss ioners;

I  am wr i t ing to you in opposi t ion to the recent ly  re leased Report  on
Broadcast  LocaTism. As both a veteran of  the c iv i l  r ights movement and
a current  broadcaster  for  KFI  in  Los Ange1es,  I  am concerned about  the
abi t i ty  of  the regulat ions impl ied in  the repor t  wi l l  turn back the
c lock  on  b roadcas t  d i ve rs i t y .

rnstead of  foster ing more resPonsive loca]  prograrnming,  the
suppos i t i ons  o f  t h i s  repo r t  wou ld  essen t i a l l y  f os te r  t he  re ins ta temen t
o f  t he  Fa i rness  Doc t r i ne .  S t ruck  down  by  t he  FCC in  l - 987 ,  t h i s  remova l
of  content-moni tor ing regulat ion a l towed for  an explos ion in  the ta lk
rad io  bus iness  o f  wh i ch  I  am a  pa r t .  I n  1980 .  t he re  we re  a  mere  75
"ta lk  radio"  format  s tat ions nat ionwide.  Today,  there are
app rox ima te l y  1 ,800 .  By  impos ing  new s tanda rds r  owners  who  fea r
repr isa ls  that  coutd put  them out  of  business wi l l  become averse to the
free- form ta lk  format  that  made the business so popular .

I n  ou r  hype r - sens i t i ve  modern  soc ie t y ,  t he  f ea r  o f  comp la in t s  re la t i ng
to  gende r ,  r e l i g i on ,  sexua l i t y  and  po l i t i c s  w i l l  undoub ted l y  l ead  to  a
decrease in the breadth of  the ta lk  radio format  and chi l I  broadcast
f reedom in  a l l  r egu la ted  venues .

In  a  soc ie t y  w i t h  a  24 -hou r  news  cyc le  f ed  by  rad io ,  t e l ev i s i on ,
newspapers and the Internet  -  among other  th ings -  there j -s  no lack of
ou t l e t s  f o r  i n fo rma t i on .  To  impose  f resh  regu la t i on  on  b roadcas te rs
now is  both unnecessary and dangerous to the r ights and l iber t ies of
b roadcas te r  and  the  gene ra l  pub l i c .

S ince re l y ,

w z,wL
, /  Joe Hicks'  

Na t i ona l  Adv i so ry  Counc i l



o f f i ce  o f  t he  Commiss ione rs
Federal  Comrnunicat ions Commission
445  l 2 "n  s t ree t  sw
Wash ing ton ,  Dc  20544
F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  2 0 0 8

Re: Report on Broadcast Locafism and the Notice
of  Proposed Rulemaking ln  MB Docket  No.  04-233

501 Capitol Court, N.E.

Suite 200

Washington. D.C.20002

(202) 543-4fl0

Fa* (202) 543-5975

www.nationalcenteLorg

Dear  Conmiss ione rs :

I  am an fnternet  broadcaster .  I t  is  my passion to d isseminate my v iews

out  to the Amer ican people and the wor ld through v ideo and pr int
post ings to my own web s i te  and those of  l ike-minded organizat ions.  My

abi l i ty  to  get  my v iews across in  th is  manner is  reason enough for

comrniss ioners to cease any thoughts about  renewing restr ic t ions on

con ten t  i n  t he  rea lm  o f  b roadcas t  med ia .

Your recent  repor t  on loca1ism, I  bel ieve,  would be a backdoor
impos i t i on  o f  many  o f  t he  con ten t  res t r i c t i ons  assoc ia ted  w i th  t he
h igh l y  unpopu la r  and  r i gh t l y  abandoned  Fa i rness  Doc t r i ne .  Wh i l e  t hese

rules would not  adhere to my work,  I  have been a guest  of  "o ld school"
broadcasters and do not  want  them to feel  in  any way l in i ted in  what
they can speak about  and h ighl ight  because they are af ra id of
government- imposed punishment .  To set  up ru les a l legedly l inked to
local  needs would do exact ly  that .  I t  would return broadcast ing in to

the s leepy medium i t  was over  a generat ion ago when broadcasters
avoided controversy to t f re degree that  v ibrant  and engaging ta lk  radj -o
and pol i t ica l  commentary was a rar i ty .

I f  I  we re  a  cyn i ca l  pe rson ,  I ' d  suppo r t  t hese  p roposa l s  because  i t
would dr i -ve in terest  toward me f rom those starved for  unadul terated and

unfet tered commentary.  Howeverf  I  am also a great  fan of  the f ree
market  -  both of  economics and ideas.  As a patr io t ,  I  would not  want
to see any / \mer ican depr ived of  thei r  r ight  to  f ree speech.  That  is

why I  oppose th is  ru lemaking.

S ince re l y ,

%
Bob Parks
Nat ional  Advisory Counci l


